pediatric and psychological approaches have their assets and defects and tend to complement rather than to conflict with each other. It will be unfortunate if this criticism is taken too much to heart at this time when closer working between the two groups seems so desirable. It should not be forgotten that in recent years many more research studies have been reported by psychologists than by pediatricians; greater mention of, for example, special observation techniques in the study of young children, and the work of Piaget, would be acceptable.
This book is not a comprehensive text on child development or pxediatric neurology, or even a practical manual of screening tests, but it does contain elements of all these. It is crammed full of practical information about early development and diagnosis, presented so lucidly that it is essential reading for aspiring developmental pediatricians. Other readers will enjoy the interpretation of many medical problems and an insight into the work of an experienced developmental pediatrician.
KENNETH HOLT
Brain's Diseases of the Nervous System revised by the late Lord Brain DM FRCP FRS and John N Walton TD MD FRCP 7th ed pp xiv+1062 illustrated 95s London &c.: Oxford University Press 1969 Lord Brain's 'Diseases of the Nervous System' had established for itself, since its first appearance in 1933, a well-deserved reputation as one of the major textbooks of clinical neurology. Yet it must be admitted that it also had a reputation for not being the most readable of works and it had begun to acquire, perhaps undeservedly, a slight aura of archaism. One reason for this was the limited number of modem references included in the bibliography. Lord Brain began the present revision of his textbook, the completion of which was prevented by his untimely death, and the majority of the revision was undertaken by Professor Walton. The result is a conspicuous success. The book has increased in length, despite the deletion of out-ofdate material. A substantial amount of new material has been added, so that the coverage of the subject is now more comprehensive than formerly, and there are a number of new illustrations.
It is always a sad event when an established textbook declines in favour because of the death of its author and the failure of a subsequent author to maintain its standard. It is, therefore, exceedingly gratifying to know that this is not to happen to Lord Brain's 'Diseases of the Nervous System'. This volume deserves praise on two counts. The first is the relative rapidity with which it appears after the conference, so that the findings are still of general use to a wider audience; and the second is the clarity of the presentation. As befits a society which was mainly concerned initially with problems of dialysis, the most useful parts of the book concern this aspect and only about one-fifth of the space is given to transplantation. Most of the subjects which are still of current interest and concern are discussed in these pages, covering the technical aspects of machines and projected improvements, the creation of arteriovenous fistulk and the practical care of older type shunts, and the occurrence of various forms of neuropathy in urxemia. The emphasis throughout is very much on the practical procedure of dialysis and only occasionally, as in the contribution on 'Plasma renin concentration and the control of blood pressure in patients with chronic renal failure', are some of the other interesting aspects of dialysis touched upon. The section on transplantation clearly suffers, and the two subjects seem to make very uneasy bedfellows, even though they will become inseparable in the future. This is presumably because most workers in the field of transplantation report their findings at the International Congress of Transplantation and the section here is not of much value. Some thought clearly needs to be given to the role of a European Society of Transplantation and how the contributions of its members may most usefully be presented. This volume will clearly be useful as a practical guide to dialysers and can be recommended in that limited sense.
P K THOMAS

W S PEART
How Psychotherapy Heals
The Process of Intensive Psychotherapy by Richard D Chessick MD pp 227 $9.95 New York: Science House 1969 In this scholarly work Dr Chessick has produced a most useful account of the psychotherapeutic process, which includes a delineation of the various kinds of transaction which go on or should go on between the psychotherapist and the patient. He approaches the problem from a psychoanalytically orientated viewpoint but covers a wide range of variants from the classical psychoanalytical technique. He discusses the advantages and pitfalls of various kinds of psychotherapy and at all times shows wisdom in
